AP Literature and Composition

English 302

Description

Welcome to AP Literature and Composition.  This is a course designed to assist students in developing literary analysis skills through close reading and analytical writing.  Throughout the year, students will experience reading, analyzing, and evaluating a variety of literary genres, including novels, drama, and poetry, from the sixteenth century through the twenty-first century.  As students read, they will annotate, journal, and discuss texts, resulting in creating both group and individual compositions in the form of presentations, timed writing responses, and extended responses through literary analysis papers.  Ultimately, the goal is for students to apply these skills in other academic disciplines while preparing for the AP test and college level work.

Objectives

The objectives of the course will closely follow the objective descriptions provided by The College Board on pages 7-11 of the AP Literature and Composition course description.  Please examine these pages closely following an introductory discussion at the beginning of the year.  We will periodically review these objectives throughout the course in an effort to evaluate collective and individual growth and development.  These descriptions can be accessed at http://media.collegeboard.com/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-english-literature-and-composition-course-description.pdf.
Tasks

In this course students will:

· complete assigned summer work as a preliminary assessment of skills

· analyze and evaluate literary works from a variety of authors and genres

· annotate texts 

· maintain reading response journals focusing on literary elements from the basics of character, plot, and setting to sophisticated analysis of themes, symbols, rhetorical strategies, and critical literary perspectives
· discuss in both small groups and whole class the literary merit of texts

· respond to on-demand timed writing prompts in class 
· write extended responses to literary works in the form of literary analysis papers (4-6 pages in length)

· revise extended responses according to teacher and peer feedback

· act as a critical friend through peer evaluation of literary analysis papers 

· create and deliver cohesive and cogent presentations to demonstrate individual and collective understandings of literary works

· learn and identify literary terms and devices implemented by authors

· develop writing skills by using literary devices and rhetorical strategies in personal writing

· practice test-taking skills for both SAT and AP tests (including, but is not limited to, practicing on-demand test prep examples, engaging in reading and language/writing skill practice, and creating and discussing rationales for “correct” responses in reading, writing, and language)

Literature
Students will begin the academic school year by building from their summer work requirements towards establishing general course journaling expectations, which will be maintained throughout the year.  Additionally, they will participate in in-depth discussions of previously assigned chapters from Thomas C. Foster’s How to Read Literature Like a Professor, ultimately applying a self-selected focal chapter to summer reading through practicing the writing of a short literary analysis paper.  Foundational skill building in Reader Response and visual literacy also will be established through whole group, small group, and individual activities.  Finally, one aspect of literary criticism will be applied as an introductory critical lens (such as historical influence or authorial intent depending on the studied text).      

During first semester, the Victorian Age will be used as a paradigm for literary analysis.  Throughout the semester, students will engage in analyzing and evaluating various forms of literature, including novels, short stories, poetry, drama, and essays.  Students will apply diverse forms of literary analysis skills.  These skills include: general literary analysis of plot, setting, character, themes, and symbols; literary analysis advanced by Thomas C. Foster; and critical literacy skills applied through diverse lenses (historical influence, authorial intent, socio-cultural analysis, etc.).  Additionally, semester work will include applicable research.  Students will also explore how the works of the Victorian Age influenced others (e.g. Gothic influence on Nathaniel Hawthorne and Edgar Allan Poe), emphasizing its long-lasting and impactful effect.
The following texts will be incorporated throughout first semester in whole class or small group readings:

Whole Class: Great Expectations

Literature Circles: Wuthering Heights, The Picture of Dorian Gray, and Dracula

Literature Circles: The Moonstone, The Mystery of Edwin Drood, and The Hound of Baskervilles (and other short Sherlock Holmes stories)

Literature Circles (Film as Literature): Middlemarch, Vanity Fair, Jane Eyre, North and South, and Bleak House

Whole Class and Small Group (Children’s Literature): The Jungle Book, Alice and Wonderland, English fairy tales, and classic poems for children
Whole Class and Small Group: Victorian Poetry (including, but not limited to, Alfred Lord Tennyson, Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Robert Browning, and William Wordsworth)
Whole Class: The Importance of Being Earnest

Whole Class: A Christmas Carol
At the beginning of second semester, students will engage in an intense study of William Shakespeare’s work.  One play from each category will be studied: Macbeth, Henry VIII, and The Taming of the Shrew.  The unit plan will include research on Shakespeare himself, historical aspects of Medieval times and the English Renaissance, and psychology (to enhance character analysis).  Close readings of the plays will be required, along with analysis of film versions – both in direct form and contemporary adaptations.
For the remainder of second semester, students will design an independent study of a self-selected paradigm.  Possibilities include, but are not limited to, periods such as Medieval, Renaissance, or the Regency Period; movements such as Enlightenment, Transcendentalism, Romanticism or Realism; or eras such as The Jazz Age or Civil Rights.  Students may also choose to focus on critical lenses such as gender roles or social class issues.  Plans must be modeled after first semester’s study, which will include novels, short stories, poetry, drama, essays, etc.  Reading and writing activities from first semester will be employed throughout the student-designed unit.  Ultimately, students will compile a portfolio of literary analysis work completed throughout the unit.  The portfolio will include a self-reflection on growth and development.
Composition
Composing will occur in three major formats: (a) on-demand, in-class timed writing prompts, (b) extended response literary analysis papers, and (c) presentations.
On-demand, in-class timed writing responses will be assigned according to the needs of a class as a whole.  Prompts may require focus on (but not limited to) character development, symbols, quotes, literary terms, and rhetorical devices or strategies, as well as various literary criticisms.

Extended response literary analysis papers will be completed throughout the year.  Students will focus on incorporating elements such as authorial influences and historical context, including political, social, and cultural aspects, as these elements relate to text construction.  Each paper will be approximately five pages in length and will be constructed through great emphasis on the writing process, including outlining, writing, revising, and editing.  Students will also engage in acting as a critical friend, providing constructive criticism and feedback to classmates.  Ultimately, components of paper composing will go through multiple steps in the drafting process, which can and will include rewriting.
Presentations will be delivered to the class as a means to expose students to multiple texts and promote discussion.  Presentations may be individual or in a group allowing for extensive, critical engagement. 
The instructor will provide feedback on assignments.  Some feedback may be delivered as whole group instruction, while other feedback will be delivered as individual instruction.  Students will be evaluated on their ability to incorporate feedback in subsequent assignments working towards improvement and greater development in literary analysis skills.  Peer feedback and self-reflections will also be employed as a form of student feedback.
Additional Assignments
Annotating – Students will be required to annotate texts as they read.  This will include highlighting key components, noting significant quotes, commenting on specific aspects, identifying new vocabulary, and remarking through personal thoughts and feelings.  Annotations will represent foundational experiences with each text and act as the basis of personal literary analysis.
Journaling – Students will keep a journal as they read each text.  Journaling components will be added as skills develop.  Initially, journals will include information on basic literary elements such as character analysis, plot development, and setting analysis.  Identification of Foster elements will be a key component of all journals as focus is placed on symbols, figurative language, and major themes.  As the course develops, students will use annotations as inspirations to develop thoughts and reactions, which will be shared within groups, delivered to class, and presented in papers.  Criticisms such as historical context will be added as research is introduced, as well as authorial information.  Additionally, identification of literary terms, writing strategies, and rhetorical devices must be represented as these elements are introduced in analysis.
Blogging – Students will participate in blogging in an online classroom forum.  This is a space to continue whole group and small group discussion outside of class with emphasis on sharing ideas as students negotiate the analysis process.  Depending on the length of the text and time spent on the unit, students will be required to initiate and respond to posts during an assigned period of time.  Discussions can be used for presentations, on-demand prompts, and literary analysis papers.
Vocabulary Building – Students will be required to take notes on new vocabulary presented in texts as well as literary terms and devices.  Not only must students learn the terms, but they must also use the terms in their writing, demonstrating recognition of the terms in others’ writing, and/or demonstrating understanding of the terms through personal use.
Research – Students will conduct research on aspects such as authors and historical contexts of texts.  This research will be incorporated in the analysis and evaluation of texts as both aspects influence the construction of a literary piece.  These components will become central discussions of texts in terms of authorial choices and literary representations.
Additional Notes
Students will have input towards the order in which texts will be studied.  Initially unit coverage will follow the assessment of summer work and students’ foundational literary analysis skills.  Deeper analysis of basic literary elements will be covered in the use of a whole class text.  Foster elements will be added during this time accordingly.  According to student growth, additional components focusing on literary terms, writing strategies, and rhetorical devices will be added.  Other literary criticisms such as authorial intent and historical context will be incorporated in text studies as appropriate.  Use of “film as literature” will be incorporated as well.  Furthermore, critical theories beyond 

Reader Response theory will be added as capabilities are demonstrated and time allows, such as feminist and/or post-modernism.  Emphasis will be placed on student development and instruction will be modified according to group and individual needs.  Texts may be added, removed, or changed as needed. 
